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The Fiftieth Anniversary of the
Udvandrerarkiv, Aalborg
by INGERBLADT
On July 3, 1982, Det Danske Udvandrerarkiv in Aalborg will
celebrate its fiftieth anniversary and look back on an existence
marked by great difficulties. During critical times, in fact, its
continued existence often seemed in doubt.
The cosomopolitan Dr. Max Henius was the great initiator
behind the creation of the triad now known far and wide: the
annual Fourth of July celebration in Rebild National Park; the
founding of the Udvandrerarkiv; and finally, the dedication in 1934
of the Blokhusmuseum , the Lincoln Log Cabin, in Rebild National
Park.
Max Henius, who emigrated to Chicago in 1881, was the son of
an immigrant. His father had immigrated in 1838 from the small
town of Thorn , Poland. In 1846 the family moved to Aalborg from
Aarhus, where they had lived at first. The father, Isidor Henius,
founded in Aalborg one of the city's distilleries. It was in Aalborg
that Max Henius was born on June 16, 1859.
In 1885 Isidor Henius had acquired the property Sohngaardsholm, and in 1886 he built here the castlelike main building. This is
the background for Max Henius' request to the City Council of
Aalborg on January 20, 1930, that Aalborg arrange to have the
necessary space in this building made available for the establishment of an archival collection of books, letters, manuscripts, etc.
dealing with the topic of Danish emigration. The result of this
petition is seen in the deed of gift, dated July 5, 1930, and signed in
behalf of the City of Aalborg by Mayor Marinus J0rgensen. In this
way the foundation was laid for the establishment of Dan- 89-

American Archives. A few years later the name was changed to Det
Danske Udvandrerarkiv (Danes Worldwide Archives). Members of
the first Board of Directors were:
Chairman, Henry Goddard Leach , Ph.D . New York
Assoc . Chairman, Roger Nielsen , editor, Copenhagen
Secretary, S . N. Nielsen , Chicago
Treasurer , Pastor M. F. Blichfeld , Copenhagen
Jens Christian Bay , Ph.D. , Chicago
In addition,
there were established Danish and American
committees , chaired by Roger Nielsen and Jens Christian Bay , resp.
The librarian Svend W aendelin, who had been trained at the
Crear Library in Chicago, responded to an offer to return to
Denmark to direct the organization of archival materials and to
manage the archives on a daily basis. Two years passed before the
official dedication took place.
It should be noted that one does not find the name of Max
Henius among the many prominent individuals who officially
stood behind the new institution , which was probably unique in the
world . It was typical of Hen ius that he played the role of "gray
eminence. " Having realized an idea and found people qualified to
give life to his ideas , he allowed them to continue the work while he
turned to other tasks .
On July 3, 1932, Prime Minister Thorvald Stauning , at the head
of a representative delegation, dedicated the Udvandrerarkiv and
expressed hope that the Udvandrerarkiv and Rebildfest together
might maintain and increase contacts between the U .S. and
Denmark. But the first dark clouds appeared as early as 1935. Max
Henius died following an automobile accident on November 15,
shortly before a trip to the U .S. During this trip he would have
sought to create a better economic basis for the archives ' future
operation. He had gotten the initial capital from friends in the U.S .
and Denmark . The "automobile king " William S . Knudsen had
donated $5000 , and other Danish-Americans had provided smaller
amounts . The operation of Sohngaardsholm called for a great deal
of money and it was imperative to find money for the diminished
coffer. Idealism was a wonderful thing , but it does not pay bills ,
and the enthusiasm of archivist Svend Waendelin was not sufficient
to overcome the problems. The loss of the dynamic Dr. Max
Henius became very noticeable . The troubles grew even greater
when, on April 16, 1940 , German occupation forces , five officers
and fifty men , commandeered Sohngaardsholm. The ground floor ,
except the archives ' office , was occupied, but the troops left on June
-90 -

15 of the same year, and nothing happened until December 4, 1943.
That day's order from the Wehrmacht read: "Sohngaardsholm
shall be clearly completely by December 15." There was great haste
to locate suitable storage places and to pack the archival material.
Thanks to splendid support from Aalborg Diskontobank,
Aalborg By's og Omegens Sparkasse, and Miss Jane Jensen, owner
of the farm "Engholm," storage space for the many things was
found. Until further notice the operation of the archives came to a
halt.
On May 8, 1845, after the liberation of Denmark, Sohngaardsholm was inspected. All hope of returning to the familiar location
vanished . The building was in a badly neglected state.
Svend Waendelin wrote in the log on July 8, 1950: "Udvandrerarkiv moved to Copenhagen on Feb. 1, 1950 . After more than six
years' hibernation, it is now to be organized and restored. The
chaos has become a terrible mess, and the mess is supposed to
become orderly and rational by Sept . l." After many negotiations
and with complete understanding on the part of the society Dansk
Samvirke, space was offered on the upper floor of the society's
building at Kristianiagade 8, but this was just a temporary
measure. There was later a move to GI. Vartovvej in Hellerup. The
future of the archives had also to be considered in light of Svend
Waendelin' s poor health, and following discussion with the
Minister of Education Julius Bomholt and the City of Aalborg the
decision was made to return the archives to Aalborg.
Svend Waendelin died in Copenhagen on June 14 and thus did
not live to see fulfilled his wish for a restoration of the
Udvandrerarkiv in Aalborg. His twenty-five years of selfless work
for a cause he felt to be vital thus came to an end.
At this time the City of Aalborg, headed by Mayor Jens Jensen,
offered a modern six-room apartment on Konvalvej in a newly
built building complex. The offer was gratefully accepted,
especially since the city offered to assume the expenses for rent,
heat, electricity, and cleaning. A return to Sohngaardsholm was
unthinkable because of the building's poor condiiton as well as the
lack of funds for its repair. There were hardly the means to operate
the archives - its capital was gone.
Det Danske Udvandrerarkiv
(Danes Worldwide Archives)
resumed activities in the summer of 1957 with editor Tyge Lassen as
the managing director. He had just stepped down from his position
as editor-in-chief
of the old family business, the Aalborg
Amtstidende. A board of directors was formed, consisting of:
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Chairman, , Bishop Erik Jensen
Assoc. Chairman, Palle Birkelund, Librarian of the Royal
Library
0. Esben-Petersen, Head Librarian
Holger J. Bladt, Director
Mayor Jens Jensen
Hans Nielsen, City Clerk
On the death of Tyge Lassen on December 7, 1964, the archives
again lost a director who wholeheartedly pursued the cause of
maintaining the activities of the Udvandrerarkiv inspite of the poor
economy. On January 1, 1965, Holger Bladt, who had organized
the Rebildfest for seventeen years, was asked to assume the
managing directorship. In the spirit of his two predecessors he
continued the task of collecting and recording. At this time people's
interest in identifying their "roots" increased considerably.
Inquiries streamed in from emigrants compiling family history. A
growing number of researchers paid both short and long visits to
the archives. One could then, if not earlier, clearly appreciate the
brilliance of Max Henius' idea from fifty years ago: "To collect
materials dealing with emigrants , for the use of historians of the
future." It was more than ever necessary to improve the financial
situation and to keep the archives alive. Bishop Erik Jensen literally
"went around with his hat in hand" in order to collect money for
operating expenses. Grants and funds from private foundations
were sought. Clearly, a status worthy of the archives had to be
aimed for.
The death of Bishop Erik Jensen in January 1975 was a painful
loss for the Udvandrerarkiv. Who could replace him? The Board of
Directors now consisted of:
Palle Birkelund, Librarian of the Royal Library
Henning Larsen, Alderman
Birger Knudsen, City Librarian
lngvardt Pedersen, Attorney
Arne Christiansen, Director, and Member of Parliament
The directors turned to bank director Eigil Hastrup with the request
that he chair the Board of Directors.
In eight years as Chairman, Director Hastrup has been
instrumental in maintaining contact with the Ministry of Culture as
well as other agencies in an effort to acquire funds for the archives'
future operation. Eigil Hastrup has, moreover, sought and
attracted donations from private foundations, such that the
archives' economy has improved considerably.
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The present plan calls for a five-year association between Det
Danske Udvandrerarkiv, with continued support from the City of
Aalborg and the County of North Jutland, and Aalborg University
Center . Under this arrangement the archives will have the status of
a research institution, to be called Det Danske Udvandrerarkiv ved
Aalborg Universitetscenter. It is hoped that no more than a few
formalities remain before a new Board of Directors is appointed.
Under the auspices of Aalborg University Center the Udvandrerarkiv will presumably look confidently toward the future.
Prior to the transition to the new status, the Board of Directors,
following various changes, is made up of:
Chairman, Eigil Hastrup, Bank Director
Assoc. Chairman, Palle Birkelund, Librarian of the Royal
Library
Kristian Hvidt, Librarian of Parliament
Mogens Baumann Larsen, Professor, AUC
Birgen Knudsen, City Librarian
Kjeld Andersen, Alderman, City of Aalborg
Magna Lind J0rgensen, Public Accountant, County of North
Jutland
Inger Bladt, Holger Bladt ' s co-worker for many years, assumed the
managing directorship after Holger Bladt' s death in the summer of
1976. This temporary appointment was to continue until the
desired organizational changes were realized. The appointment has
lasted six years.
When Det Danske Udvandrerarkiv moved in January 1982 to
the old Nordjyske Landsbibliotek next to Vor Frue Kirke, its setting
became ideal. The archives will be reopened on July 3, its fiftieth
anniversary, with great hopes for the future.
Tr. Donald K. Watkins
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